Introduction
The Central Department of Geography (CDG) at Kirtipur is one of the leading Departments of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tribhuvan University. The Department was established in 1958. Since then, it has been actively serving the country in higher education and research. CDG runs regular Master's programme in Geography. The PhD programme in Geography is run by the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (FHSS) . From the very beginning, the PhD programme in Geography was open to all disciplines related to or interested in Geography, but since the last year the FHSS has made it limiting to only those having Master's degree in Geography, breaking up the long established system adopted by the Geography Subject Committee. CDG is a pioneer Department in running courses such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Remote Sensing (RS) in Nepal. Being a central department, it has to look after of the academic programmes and activities of 22 Departments of Geography under the Tribhuvan University's constituent campuses spreading across all corners of the country, where there is bachelor level programme in Geography. Of these, the Department of Geography at Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara also runs regular Master's degree, in addition to bachelor level. This paper intends to portray the academic activities being undertaken by the CDG from 2010 to 2011 in regard to strengthening geography subject, based on the information recorded at the CDG.
Publications
The CDG has brought out the following academic publications: 
Environment, Livelihood and Micro Enterprises

Research Works
In addition to run a regular Master's degree programme, CDG is carrying out or has completed the following research studies and projects. CDG has been awarded these studies through competition. 
Joint Study and Visit Programmes
To strengthen its academic activities and extend cooperation with partner universities and research centres, the CDG has completed the following joint study programmes successfully: 
Strengthening CDG's GIS/RS Lab
2011. CDG has been awarded a grant of Rs 500,000 by the Tribhuvan University's Central • Office, Kirtipur for strengthening its GIS/RS laboratory. The money is being spent for buying the desktop computer sets capable of running ArcGIS software that the Department received from the ESRI, USA. The CDG has 15 ArcGIS keys, with a total cost of about Rs 4,500,000 at the current price.
Collaborations
CDG has successfully extended the academic agreements through signing on the Memorandum of Understanding for research and scientific exchange with the following universities 1 and research centres, UNDP supported programme, and the government supported organization: 
Seminars/Conferences
October-November 2011. In order to enhance knowledge of the scholars on geographic • contemporary issues and problems through sharing experiences, CDG has successfully carried out an International Geographic Union (IGU) Conference on 'Geography of Governance: Dynamics for Local Development' in Kathmandu in October 2011. The conference was held in collaboration with the IGU Commission of Geography of Governance. 2 A total of 52 participants comprising 19 from Czech, Israel, Japan, Poland, Slovak, Slovenia, and Norway, 3 from India, and 30 from Nepal representing not only from Geography discipline but 1 The universiti es for academic collaborati on for research and scienti fi c exchange, which are under procThe universities for academic collaboration for research and scientific exchange, which are under process include: (i) Wake Forest University, USA, (ii) University of Zagreb, Croatia, (iii) University of Malaya, Malaysia, (iv) Nordic Centre, Uppsala University, (v) Technical University of Graz, Graz, Austria, (vi) Uni-University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, (vii) University of Primorska, Koper, Slovenia, (viii) Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia, and (ix) Szent István University, Gödöllö, Hungary, and (x) Australian National University, Australia. 2 The programme was inaugurated by lighting a traditional lamp -Pānas by three young girls, followed by welcome speech by Dr Ján Buèek, Chairperson of the IGU Commission on Geography of Governance and then introductory speech about the conference programme by Prof Dr Pushkar K Pradhan, Member of the Steering Committee of the IGU Commission on Geography of Governance and Convener of the IGU Conference, Kathmandu, Nepal. On the last day, speech on the concluding remark was delivered by Prof Dr Soorya L Amatya, Rector of the Tribhuvan University. Culture tour was also held for the participants to Bhaktapur city, followed by cultural programme cum dinner. Upon completion of the conference session, an excursion for the foreign participants was also carried out to the Pokhara valley and Ghale Gaun− a Home Stay Tourism Programme.
also other disciplines such as economics, environmental science, rural development, and others. 
Talk Programmes
To make the faculty members and students of geography aware with the contemporary geographic concepts, approaches, trend, or developments, two talk programmes by the international scholars were held at CDG, such as: 
Global Climate Change and Melting of Himalayan Glaciers
